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WHAT DO YOU WANT TO BE?



WELCOME
TO ICO

EST.

1872

OPTOMETRY 
SCHOOL IN 

THE NATION

550
STUDENTS

FULL-TIME 
FACULTY HOLD AN 

OD, PHD, MD OR 
MS/MA

1st

8,000+
100%

52
FACULTY

You’ve decided to explore 
optometry as a career, and the 
challenge now is figuring out 
which college of optometry is the 
best fit for you. We’d like to invite 
you to take a look at everything 
ICO has to offer. You can also visit 
www.ico.edu or blog.ico.edu 
and follow us on social media to 
get to know us better.

ALUMNI

INTRODUC TION
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73%27%

:

:

4:1 STUDENT:FACULTY RATIO IN CLINIC

STUDENT:FACULTY RATIO IN LABS

WHITE 47% 
ASIAN/ASIAN 
AMERICAN 28%  
HISPANIC/LATINO 3% 
MULTIRACIAL 2% 
AFRICAN-AMERICAN 1%
NON US RESIDENT 18%
OTHER 1%
*AS OF 2017

 

ETHNICITY

MALE FEMALE

STATES & FOREIGN
COUNTRIES
REPRESENTED

44 / 512:1
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I WANT  
TO BE AN  
OPTOMETRIST

The average net income from the 
full-time practice of optometry

$129,385  
average income
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Doctors of optometry (ODs) provide patient care in thousands of 
communities across the United States and around the world. They are 
fundamental, valued members of any health care team. Optometrists 
help people maintain the gift of sight in many ways:

• Eye exams
• Vision correction
• Diagnosis and treatment of eye disease, such as glaucoma and cataracts
• Management of systemic disease, including hypertension and diabetes
• Surgical procedures as allowed by state law
• and much more

The path toward OD is chosen for many reasons. Optometry is a 
profession known for its work-life balance, salary, and potential for 
growth. It is a medical field that greatly benefits patients’ lives, but very 
rarely encounters life-or-death situations.



It’s easy to imagine the type of 
care offered in a standard eye 
doctor’s office. However, the field 
of optometry offers many more 
diverse career options - maybe 
even a few titles you didn’t expect.

• Private Practitioner
• Group Practitioner
• Corporate/Retail Optometrist
• Practice Manager
• Optical Sales
• Instructor/Professor
• Industrial Vision Consultant
• Clinical Research Scientist
• Military/VA Doctor
• Health Care Administrator
• Public Health Specialist

The possibilities are almost endless!

MODES OF PRACTICE

When I put on this white coat and walk 

into the Illinois Eye Institute,  

I know this is what I want to do and I 

know this is where I want to be. 
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I WANT  
TO BE
PREPARED
Our program is for optometrists, by optometrists. Every second of ICO’s 
4-year program cultivates best-prepared ODs. Our students receive an 
unmatched clinical experience, including hands-on patient care in the 
Illinois Eye Institute beginning in their very first year. Each year at ICO 
also includes practice management courses, assuring that our students 
graduate with a firm grasp on the business side of healthcare.

ICO students have many unique opportunities to get the clinical education 
and hands-on skills required to be best prepared in their field. Students 
apply their knowledge and training with real-life patients in the adjacent 
Illinois Eye Institute and at additional clinical training facilities in Chicago. 
Our students gain experience in several practice areas, including primary 
eye care, pediatric optometry, binocular vision, low vision rehabilitation, 
contact lenses, emergency care, ocular disease and the eyewear center. 

Of course, we know that being a doctor extends beyond eye care. ICO offers 
courses on real-world aspects of optometry, including financial literacy 
and practice management. Our top-notch resources expose students to 
tomorrow’s technologies and modes of practice.

Students at ICO have approximately 1,400 
patient encounters by the time they graduate.1,400

patients
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ICO’s distinguished faculty, 
administration, and staff 
bring the program to life. 
Faculty are approachable 
and students enjoy 
direct access to consult 
with them on all aspects 
of their education and 
professional development. 
ICO’s faculty play significant 
roles in everything from 
the admissions interview 
to student organizations 
and community service 
projects to graduation. 

ICO FACULTY
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I felt like a much 

more competent 

and well-rounded 

clinician following 

the conclusion of the 

accelerated program. I 

feel more comfortable 

in clinic and like I 

am a bigger part 

of the patient care 

experience now. 

– Martin 

Williamson, ’18

PROFESSIONAL 
YEAR
A student’s first professional year at ICO creates 
a strong base of optometric education. Our 
exclusive focus on optometry is clear from day 
one. As a single discipline institution, we are able 
to offer comprehensive basic science courses 
catered to eyes and eye care. This knowledge is 
immediately applied on real patients. Through 
ICO’s Clinical Assistant Program, students have 
direct patient care experiences beginning in the 
first professional year. There’s no wait to practice; 
the moment an ICO student learns an examination 
skill, they apply it in the Illinois Eye Institute.

Students who perform well in their first year may 
apply to participate in ICO’s Accelerated Clinical 
Program. Through coursework, independent 
study, and laboratory, students gain additional 
experience over the summer. ACP students have 
more patient encounters, complete their second 
year requirements early, and are offered third 
year access to specialty rotations. 

1st

PREPARED

LECTURE CENTER

Like our clinical environment, 
ICO’s didactic learning 

experience also is unmatched 
in its excellence. ICO students 

benefit from the hi-tech 
Lecture Center, which serves 

as the primary location 
for classroom learning. 
It has video streaming 

capabilities, HD screens, 
advanced lighting, and 461 

swivel seats at stationary 
tables with built-in power.
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FALL QUARTER
COURSE NAME LECTURE LAB CREDIT

HRS HRS HRS

Microscopic Anatomy 3 2 4.0

Human Anatomy 4 2 5.0

Human Physiology & 
Pathology I 3 0 3.0

Geometric & Theoretical 
Optics I 4 1 4.5

Biochemistry I 4 0 4.0

Introduction to Optometric 
Procedures 2 2 3.0

Totals 20 7 23.5

WINTER QUARTER
Applied Ocular Anatomy 5 2 6

Human Physiology & 
Pathology II 3 0 3.0

Geometric & Theoretical 
Optics II 3 0 3.0  

Vision Science I 4 2 5.0

Biochemistry II 4 0 4.0

Optometry 1.2 2 2 3.0

Clinical Assistant Program 0 4 1.0

TOTALS 21 10 25.0

SPRING QUARTER
Neuroanatomy & 
Neurophysiology 3 2 4.0

Human Physiology and 
Pathology III 4 0 4.0

Vision Science II 4 1 4.5

Optometry 1.3 2 2 3.0

Visual & Physical Optics 4 0 4.0

Clinical Assistant Program 0 4 1.0

Practice Management 2 0 2.0

TOTALS 19 9 22.5

1ST YEAR  
SAMPLE ICO CURRICULUM
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Patient care increases in the second year. All ICO 
students are regularly scheduled for direct patient 
care in the Primary Eye Care clinic. Students can 
feel themselves improving each day as their 
studies delve into Optics, Ocular Disease, and 
the science of vision. Second year students also 
begin working in the Fait Family Eyewear Center, 
helping patients find and repair their perfect 
prescription lenses and spectacles.

PROFESSIONAL 
YEAR

2nd

 In addition to the Illinois Eye 
Institute, students also learn 

and practice their optometric 
skills in ICO’s EyePod, an 

award-winning enhanced 
learning center that offers 38 

ophthalmic teaching lanes, 
5 teaching laboratories, 6 

research laboratories, and 
individual assessment rooms 

for student evaluations.

THE EYEPOD

PREPARED

The most important 

thing I learned in 

second year was 

what it takes to be 

an optometrist. Sure, 

performing tests and 

looking at structures 

are important, but the 

“Ah-ha!” moment came 

to me when I could 

evaluate and diagnose 

a patient and his/her 

needs for proper vision. 

– Jay Patel, ’18
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FALL QUARTER
COURSE NAME LECTURE LAB CREDIT

HRS HRS HRS

Ocular Physiology 3 2 4.0

Binocular Vision 2 1 2.5

Ocular Motility 2 1 2.5

General Pharmacology 4 0 4.0

Optometry 2.1 2 2 3.0

Ophthalmic Optics I 4 2 5.0

Patient Care 0 4 1.0 

TOTALS 17 12 22.0

WINTER QUARTER
Color Vision 1 0 1.0

Developmental Vision 
and Neurobiology 1 0 1.0

General and Ocular 
Pharmacology 4 0 4.0

Ocular Disease I 3 0 3.0

Optometry 2.2 1 2 2.0

Introduction to Binocular 
Anomalies 1 0 1.0

Ophthalmic Optics II 3 0 3.0

Eyewear Center 0 4 1.0

Patient Care 0 4 1.0

TOTALS 14 10 17.0

SPRING QUARTER
Ocular Pharmacology/ 
Therapeutics 4 0 4.0

Physical Diagnosis 1 2 2.0

Ocular Disease II 2 0 2.0

Contact Lenses 4 2 5.0

Microbiology 1 0 1.0

Eyewear Center 0 4 1.0

Patient Care 0 4 1.0

Practice Management 1 0 1.0

TOTALS 13 12 17.0

2ND YEAR  
SAMPLE ICO CURRICULUM
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PROFESSIONAL 
YEAR

3rd

Through ICO’s Clinical 
Assistant Program, students 

have direct patient care 
experiences beginning 
in the first professional 

year. Moving into the 
second year, all students 

are regularly scheduled for 
direct patient care in the 

Primary Eye Care clinic each 
academic quarter. Third 

year students extend their 
patient care experiences to 

subspecialty areas including 
Pediatrics, Cornea, and Low 

Vision Rehabilitation.

EARLY 
PATIENT CARE 

OPPORTUNITIES

PREPARED

As I was meeting all 

of these kind-hearted 

people, I realized we 

were all here for the 

same reason. We all have 

one goal in mind, which 

is to become the best 

doctor we can be. We are 

all teammates.  

– Bri Buckley, ’20
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The third professional year at ICO expands student 
experiences to subspecialty areas. These include 
patient care in Pediatrics, Cornea, and Low Vision 
Rehabilitation. Coursework expands in a similar 
fashion, exploring infant/child development, 
neuro-ophthalmic disorders, injections, minor 
surgical procedures, and more. All students are 
required to participate in a reasearch project. 
We also recognize that third year students are 
looking toward the future. So, ICO provides 
practice management and business coursework 
to prepare our students for real life.



FALL QUARTER
COURSE NAME LECTURE LAB CREDIT

HRS HRS HRS

Clinical Medicine 2 0 2.0

Ocular Disease IV 3 0 3.0

Ocular Disease V 1 0 1.0 

Binocular Vision Disorders 2 3 3.5

Patient Care 0 8 5.0

Eyewear Center* 0 4 2.0

Primary Care Conference 1 0 0.0

CPR - Health Care Provider 0 0 0.0

TOTALS 9 15 16.5

WINTER QUARTER
Clinical Medicine II 2 0 2.0

General & Ocular 
Emergencies 2 0 2.0

Neuro-Ophthalmic 
Disorders 3 0 3.0

Vision Rehabilitation 2 2 3.0

Strabismus & Amblyopia I 3 2 4.0

Patient Care Conference 1 0 0.0

Patient Care 0 8 5.0

Clinical Assistant Program* 0 4 2.0

TOTALS 13 16 21.0

SPRING QUARTER
Injections for the 
Optometrist 1.5 .5 2.0

The Business of Optometry 2 0 2.0

Strabismus & Amblyopia II 3 0 3.0

Ophthalmic Lasers 0.5 0.5 1.0

Patient Care 0 8 5.0

Contact Lens Practice* 0 4 1.0

Primary Care Conference 1 0 0.0

Practice Management 1.5 0 1.5

TOTALS 8.5 13.0 15.5

3RD YEAR  
SAMPLE ICO CURRICULUM

SUMMER QUARTER
COURSE NAME LECTURE LAB CREDIT

HRS HRS HRS

Ocular Disease III 4 0 4.0

Contact Lenses II 2 2 3.0

Infant/Child  
Development &  
Management

2 2 3.0

Evidenced Based 
Health Care 2 0 2.0

Patient Care 0 8 5.0

Community Based 
Practice – CPS 0 4 2.0

Primary Care Conference 1 0 0.0

TOTALS 11 16 19.0

* Students are assigned to one of these activities each quarter. The quarter may vary from student to student.
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PROFESSIONAL 
YEAR

4th

RESIDENCY 
PROGRAMS

Bye bye, Lecture Center! ICO students spend their 
entire fourth year putting their clinical skills to 
use. We proudly offer more than 150 affiliated 
externship sites in 44 states and multiple 
countries (Australia, Canada, China, Spain, and 
the United Arab Emirates.) Besides choosing the 
location of their externship, students also choose 
from a variety of practice settings, including 
OD/MD practices, private and group practices, 
military sites, Veterans Administration hospitals, 
community health centers, and clinics on Native 
American reservations. Externships are a fantastic 
way to see the nation and the world, all while 
offering top-notch vision care.

Fourth years spend three of their four rotations 
away from ICO. One of those rotations must be 
spent at a Veterans Administration hospital. The 
fourth is completed at the Illinois Eye Institute.

Following graduation, 
approximately 25 percent 

of ICO students enter highly 
competitive post-doctoral 

residency programs. ICO 
offers numerous residency 

opportunities to well-
qualified candidates both 

on –campus and at affiliate 
sites. The programs are one 

year in length.

PREPARED

ICO Homecoming 

and the Practice 

Opportunities 

Symposium are the best 

events to meet reps, 

alumni, and future 

colleagues. Through 

ICO, I was connected to 

my first job as an OD!

 – Kelly Enns, OD, ’17 
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4TH YEAR  
SAMPLE ICO CURRICULUM

SUMMER QUARTER
Patient Care Externships  
(20 Credit Hours/QTR)

FALL QUARTER
Patient Care Externships  
(20 Credit Hours/QTR)

WINTER QUARTER
Patient Care Externships  
(20 Credit Hours/QTR)

SPRING QUARTER
Patient Care Externships  
(20 Credit Hours/QTR)
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ACADEMIC
SERVICES

All regularly scheduled 
classes are recorded and 
immediately available 
for viewing online. A 
subscription note-taking 
service is also available. 
ICO provides academic 
counseling and enrichment 
services, as well as student-
to-student tutoring. We 
encourage students to 
take advantage of each 
of these options.

TUTORING

NOTETAKING

RECORDED 
LECTURES

COUNSELING
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Students can choose from a variety of 
elective courses to learn about some of the 
fundamental leadership and business aspects 
that go along with being an optometrist. 
Elective courses cover a wide range of topics 
including how to start a private practice, 
planning, personal financial planning and 
career goals, medical coding and billing, 
basic Spanish for optometry, management 
of common refractive conditions, and 
investment basics. ICO also offers the Private 
Practice Clerkship elective, which provides 
students the opportunity to observe and work 
in an active practice for ten weeks during the 
summer between first and second year.

ELECTIVE 
COURSES 

PREPARED

ICO classes are the perfect size- small 

enough to allow for individual attention 

from professors, but you can still have 

your space when you need it.

–Jessica Capri, ’19
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PREPARED

ILLINOIS EYE 
INSTITUTE 
The centerpiece of ICO’s clinical experience 
is the Illinois Eye Institute, a nonprofit multi-
specialty eye clinic integrated within the 
college. The IEI is among the largest providers 
of vision and eye care services in the United 
States, with more than 100,00 annual patient 
visits from a largely low-income, medically 
underserved population. No other optometry 
school can match the patient care experience 
acquired through ICO’s program. It is the 
number one reason students choose ICO, and 
the number one reason optometric practices 
are eager to hire our graduates.

ROSENBLOOM 
CENTER

The Alfred and Sarah 
Rosenbloom Center on 
Vision and Aging at the 
Illinois Eye Institute provides 
unparalleled care to the 
aging population and 
the visually impaired. In 
addition to providing onsite 
care for these patients, the 
Rosenbloom Center features 
educational outreach 
programs, community health 
care services and research–all 
in a state-of-the-art, private 
practice-like setting. 
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PATIENT
POPULATION

ICO’s urban location offers 
an unprecedented eye care 
experience. The Illinois Eye 
Institute sees diverse eye 
issues from populations that 
are often underserved. ICO 
students diagnose and care 
for even our most advanced 
cases. So, when confronted 
with clinically challenging 
patient concerns in the field, 
ICO graduates are more than 
prepared. Whether you stay 
in the big city or return to a 
small hometown, you’ll take 
these lessons with you.
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I WANT TO  
PICTURE
MY FUTURE
ICO prepares students for all facets of an optometry career through a 
broad range of professional development programs and resources. 
Students have access to guest lectures, networking events, career 
development tools and guidance, mentorship programs, scholarships 
and grants to attend state, regional and national optometry meetings 
and groups specific to areas of focus, such as the Private Practice Club and 
the Contact Lens Society. These opportunities supplement the formal 
academic program by developing the student beyond the classroom 
and clinic environments.

The Bureau of Labor Statistics predicts 24 percent 
growth for optometrists through 2022.

24%
growth
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My recent associate was a graduate 

of ICO (class of 2012).  Because I 

know what outstanding clinical skills 

are taught at ICO, I was confident 

she would be able to immediately 

give excellent care to our patients.  

She exceeded my already high 

expectations, and is now a full partner 

in the practice.

– Donald Furman, OD, ’92 

Family Eye Care Center
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MY FUTURE

The Office of Career Development provides 
professional assistance through individual 
counseling and group sessions, advising 
and assisting students with employment 
and practice opportunities from day one 
of optometry school and throughout their 
career as an alum.  The office coordinates 
practice management sessions and support, 
a mentoring program, web-based practice 
opportunities listing, variety of networking 
opportunities to help establish and develop 
relationships among students, alumni, 
employers and practicing optometrists. ICO 
champions its students, supporting them 
through the process of becoming remarkable 
practitioners.

Additional services provided by the Office of 
Career Development include:
• Career Guidance and Counseling
• Career Goal Development
•  Curriculum Vitae (CV) and Cover Letter Review
• Interview Preparation
• Networking Support & Coaching
• Career Search Assistance
• Business-related Seminars and Workshops

CAREER 
DEVELOPMENT 

Through the years 

when I found a need 

to recruit a new 

associate for my 

practice, I’ve never 

hesitated in recruiting 

ICO graduates to 

join my practice.  

I have always found 

them to be well 

prepared to make 

the jump from their 

academic learning to 

the rigors of the day to 

day optometric practice 

thus requiring less 

“on the job” training 

and therefore being 

productive right from 

day one of the job.

– Dennis M. Brtva, OD ‘84
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An annual event for 
students, alumni, and 

outside optometrists to 
learn about post-graduation 

possibilities and network 
with practitioners in the 

field. Dozens of panelists 
discuss modes of practice, 

management, externships, 
equipment demos, 

residencies, and more.

 PRACTICE 
OPPORTUNITIES 

SYMPOSIUM 
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I WANT TO  
MAKE THE 
WORLD A  
BETTER PLACE
ICO students extend their skills and training to assist underserved 
patient populations in the United States and around the world. Students 
can get involved with organizations such as Special Olympics, Student 
Volunteers in Optometric Service to Humanity (SVOSH), Fellowship of 
Christian Optometrists, and the Multicultural Association. These groups 
provide hands-on training in vision screening in addition to offering an 
opportunity for students to give back to the community. 
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Their gratitude was indescribable, 

seen not only from their words, 

but from the tears and the joy that 

followed the gift of clear vision. 

-Rina Sheth, OD ’17
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•  Special Olympics 
vision screenings

•  Sports vision screenings 
around Chicago (including 
with the Chicago Fire)

•  Community vision 
screenings

• Holiday toy drive
• Winter coat collection
• Disaster relief fundraisers
• Blood drives
•  Reading program with 

local elementary students
• Green initiatives

COMMUNITY  
SERVICE PROJECTS
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ICO student organizations like SVOSH and FCO 
volunteer on mission trips to underdeveloped 
communities in the United States and around 
the world. These mission trips provide life-
changing care for thousands of people in 
need and give students the opportunity to 
be part of restoring or improving vision while 
also getting exposure to different cultures 
and eye conditions. Recent trip destinations 
include Mexico, Peru, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Haiti and Morocco.

MISSION  
TRIPS

MAKE THE WORLD A BET TER PLACE
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I WANT TO  
LIVE SOMEWHERE 
EXCITING
BUT STILL FEEL AT HOME

Living in the heart of Chicago is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Don’t 
pass it up! The ICO campus flows seamlessly into the Windy City lakeshore 
and the very best of urban living. Our students enjoy beaches, parks, bike 
paths and boat rentals, as well as major tourist spots and nightlife. 

ICO is minutes away from Chicago’s finest attractions. Imagine taking a 
study break at one of these legendary destinations: 

 • Adler Planetarium 
 • Art Institute of Chicago 
 • Buckingham Fountain 
 • Chicago Cultural Center 
 • Civic Opera House 
 • DuSable Museum 
 • Millennium Park 
 • Museum of Science and Industry 
 • Navy Pier 
 • Soldier Field (home of the Bears) 
 • The Field Museum 
 • The United Center (home of the Bulls & Blackhawks) 
 • Guaranteed Rate Field (home of the White Sox) 
 • Wrigley Field (home of the Cubs)
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We want to make sure 
you enjoy Chicago to its 
fullest. So, RC residents get 
access to exclusive trips and 
outings. From sports games 
to museum tours, you’ll be 
living Chicago style thanks 
to the Residential Complex.

CHICAGO STYLE
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SOMEWHERE EXCITING

When it comes to housing, ICO’s on-campus 
Residential Complex provides a convenient 
and serious learning environment for students 
who wish to take advantage of outstanding 
amenities. This modern and spacious complex 
is located directly across the street from the 
main ICO building. With 24/7 security, the RC is 
a safe and convenient option for study groups 
or trips to the library or labs. It is the ideal home 
for young professionals looking to streamline 
their schedules.

The RC is open to all students and features 
one- and two-bedroom suites, as well as one-, 
two- and three-bedroom apartments. The 
suites and apartments were newly updated in 
Summer 2016 and fully furnished with a bed, 
couch, chairs, desk, refrigerator, dishwasher, 
microwave and more. The complex also 
includes a recreation area, sun deck,  patio 
with a gas barbecue, a computer center, study 
and social lounges with flat-screen TVs, DVD/
Blu-Ray players, electronic piano and video 
game systems. There also are several meeting 
rooms, a laundry facility and residence 
assistants available anytime you need help. All 
accommodations also include wireless Internet 
access and comprehensive meal plans are 
available.

RESIDENTIAL  
COMPLEX  

When it dawned on me 

that Chicago has a few 

of its own big name 

breweries, I was excited 

and ready to visit them 

out over our quarter 

break.

- Luke Neuenfeldt, ’19
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Watching the game in 

the United Center is such 

a different experience 

from seeing it on TV! 

- Fatima Ibrahim, OD ’16
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I WANT TO  
BE WELL-
BALANCED
Everyone needs a break from studying, especially when your back 
yard is the beautiful city of Chicago! ICO provides organized activities 
and events to engage students outside of the classroom and help 
build campus and professional camaraderie. We offer a considerable 
selection of extracurriculars including intramural sports, outings, clubs, 
and cookouts. ICO students enjoy their time away from their studies and 
return fresh and ready to learn.

The Residential Complex sponsors over 15 
outings to sporting events, restaurants and 
cultural sites.

15+
RC trips
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LIBRARY
The library contains a comprehensive 
collection on the visual sciences, 
eyecare, and allied and general 
health to support your studies and 
research. The library also provides 
students with access to online full 
text journals, books and databases 
including VisionCite, an index of more 
than 315,000 vision science journal 
article citations developed by ICO. 
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WELL-BALANCED

FITNESS 
CENTER 
ICO students keep their bodies healthy along 
with their brains. Our Fitness Center features 
treadmills, elliptical trainers, stair climbers, 
stationary bicycles, a rowing machine, and 
a variety of stretching and strength training 
equipment. We also have a full-size gym, 
where pickup basketball, hockey games, and 
fitness challenges are often held. 

To help students achieve and maintain 
their health goals, ICO employs a full-time 
Fitness Coordinator. This knowledgeable 
trainer provides one-on-one workouts and 
counseling, plus a variety of weekly group 
classes. Beginners and experts alike can enjoy 
spinning, yoga, strength training, dance, and 
Zumba.

ICO.EDU  |  35



Students have an active voice 
in the direction the College 
takes by partnering with 
student affairs, academic 
administration and the Board 
of Trustees. This elected 
student government reviews 
curriculum and provides 
feedback on key initiatives.

STUDENT 
ASSOCIATION 

WELL-BALANCED

We think it’s important for ICO students to 
have experiences beyond our campus. So, all 
students are encouraged to get involved in the 
community and take advantage of the many 
activities and events available throughout the 
year. ICO offers more than 20 diverse clubs 
and organizations, leadership development 
opportunities, community service projects, 
and special activities such as the Eyeball, 
International Night and Halloween Boo Bash.

STUDENT 
ORGANIZATIONS  
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•  American Academy of 
Optometry Students

•  American Optometric 
Student Association

• AOA-PAC
•  Beta Sigma Kappa 

Honor Society
•  Canadian Association of 

Optometry Students
•  College of Vision 

Development Optometric 
Extension Program

•  Collegiate and 
Educational Society of 
the Illinois Optometric 
Association

STUDENT 
ORGANIZATIONS 

AND CLUBS

•  Collegiate Society for 
the Advancement of 
Contact Lens Care

•  Council on Ethics 
and Advancement 
of Professionalism

•  Fellowship of Christian 
Optometrists

•  Gold Key International 
Optometric Honor Society

• Leo Club
• Multicultural Association
•  Muslim Students 

Association
•  National Optometric 

Student Association

•  Neuro Optometric 
Rehabilitation 
Association (NORA)

• Private Practice Club
•  Sports Legacy Institute 

Community Educators (SLICE)
•  State and International Clubs
• Student Association
•  Student Volunteers in 

Optometric Service 
to Humanity

•  Tomb and Key Honor Society
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I WANT TO  
HEAR FROM 
PEOPLE  
LIKE ME
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The very best way to view ICO is through the eyes of our students. A 
variety of sources provide an insider’s perspective, from study tips to 
restaurant recommendations. Whether you want to passively read about 
campus life or actively chat with people on our campus, it’s all waiting 
for you online.



One of the great things about 

going to school at the Illinois 

College of Optometry is that 

you meet people from a variety 

of places. From the east to the 

west coast, from the south to 

the very coldest north, ICO 

students are from everywhere!

- Melissa Lopez, ’18
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PEOPLE LIKE ME

From Clinical Assistant Programs and 
Boards to sampling Chicago’s renowned 
culinary scene, students share their insights 
on ICO life inside–and especially outside–
the classroom.

Connect with ICO on a whole 
new level through updates, 
videos and photos galore.

www.ico.edu
blog.ico.edu
www.illinoiseyeinstitute.org

WWW.ICO.EDU/STUDENT-LIFE/A-DAY-IN-THE-LIFE/

/photos/icophotos/

SOCIAL MEDIA

ON THE WEB

WHAT’S IT  
LIKE AT ICO?

/IllinoisCollegeOfOptometry

@ico_optometry

@ico_optometry

/ICOoptometry
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WWW.ICO.EDU/STUDENT-LIFE/A-DAY-IN-THE-LIFE/

BLOG.ICO.EDU

Follow the four-year paths 
of two ICO students–
from move-in day to 
commencement day–in 
this revealing web series.

A DAY IN THE LIFE
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I WANT TO  
APPLY
Admission to ICO is competitive. Prior to entering ICO, most applicants 
will have a bachelor’s degree, although not required. At a minimum, 
however, applicants must complete 90 semester hours or 135 quarter 
hours before enrollment. In addition to the required pre-optometric 
curriculum, recommended electives include: Biochemistry, Cell Biology, 
Human Anatomy and Physiology, Genetics, Computer Science, Business, 
Economics, Sociology, Public Speaking and additional Psychology 
courses.

ICO’s admissions team is here to help you successfully navigate the 
process, assemble a competitive application and gain admission into the 
top optometry school in the nation. We will give recommendations for 
OAT preparation, review prerequisite courses and more. Appointments 
can be arranged at any time by contacting the Office of Admissions at 
312.949.7400 or admissions@ico.edu. Early applications are strongly 
encouraged.

1,000+ students apply to ICO each year - and 
we want you to be one of them!1,000+

applicants
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APPLY

PREREQUISITE 
COURSES 

The minimum prerequisite courses listed below MUST be completed with 
a grade of C or above PRIOR to entry. Pass/Fail courses are discouraged, 
especially in required pre-optometry areas. 

English Composition/Literature 
Or similar graded non-remedial writing courses.  
One course in Public Speaking is acceptable.

Minimum Quarter HoursMinimum Semester Hours

6

3

3

6

6

3

3

3

6

3

 9

 4.5

 4.5

 9

 9

4.5

4.5

4.5

9

4.5

College Calculus
Pre-calculus is not acceptable.

Statistics
Psychology statistics or Biostatistics is recommended. 
Business Statistics is not recommended.  

Biology with Laboratory
General Biology, Physiology, Zoology, Comparative 
Anatomy are all acceptable. Botany does not apply.

Physics with Laboratory
The sequence does not need to be calculus based. 
A section with optics is beneficial but not required.

Psychology
Introductory or upper level psychology courses are 
acceptable.

Social Science 
An additional course in Psychology, Economics,  
Political Science, Anthropology or Sociology is acceptable.

Microbiology with Laboratory
Bacteriology is also acceptable.

General Chemistry with Laboratory
Inorganic Chemistry is also acceptable.

Organic Chemistry 
Laboratory is not required.
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FINANCIAL 
AID 
An optometric education is a big investment 
in your future. Many of our students need 
financial support beyond their family and 
personal resources, and ICO’s financial aid 
team will do everything possible to assist 
you with financing your education. Besides 
providing advice, our team can also talk with 
you about several scholarships and awards 
available.

A l imited number of  Presidential 
Scholarships, Trustees Scholarships, 
Tu rn e r  S c h o l a r s hi ps ,  a n d I l l i n o i s 
College of Optometry Scholarships 
for Underrepresented Populations are 
available to incoming students. There are 
not separate scholarship applications for 
incoming students. All accepted students are 
automatically evaluated during the admissions 
process for scholarship consideration. Please 
visit ico.edu or contact the Office of Admissions 
for more information. 

•  ICO students receive more 
financial awards than those 
at any other optometric 
education institution.

•  As a student, you will 
have exclusive access to 
nearly $300,000 in private 
scholarships and awards 
given by the College each 
year. We also track more than 
100 public scholarships and 
awards for your benefit. 

•  ICO also participates in 
the Federal Work-Study 
Program, with numerous 
positions for students in the 
clinic and administrative 
offices on campus. 

Complete financial aid and cost 
information can be found at: 
www.ico.edu/admissions, 

or call 312.949.7441.
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APPLY

Is ICO accredited? 
The Illinois College of Optometry holds professional accreditation from 
the Accreditation Council on Optometric Education of the American 
Optometric Association, which is a member of the Council on Postsecondary 
Accreditation and is recognized by the U.S. Department of Education. The 
College is also accredited by the Commission on Institutions of Higher 
Education of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools, 
from which ICO received the strongest possible endorsement from an 
accrediting body. The degree program curriculum is approved by the State 
of Illinois Department of Veteran Affairs. 

What is ICO looking for in a candidate? 
Throughout the admissions process, ICO’s Admissions Committee will 
be evaluating your application from all aspects. Your overall GPA will be 
considered as well as your science/math GPA. The Admissions Committee 
will also examine any patterns in your grades and consider the results of the 
Optometry Admission Test (OAT). There is not a particular weight assigned 
to GPA and OAT scores in the admissions process; both are considered and 
the Committee attempts to understand how they relate to each other and 
what they indicate in terms of the candidate’s potential for success at ICO. 
In addition to the “numbers-side” of your application, the Committee is also 
looking for applicants who have researched the field, are highly motivated, 
and confident that optometry is the career they want to pursue. 

What is the retention rate at ICO? 
Total student retention during the 2015-2016 academic year was 95 percent. 
Any student who leaves the program prior to their scheduled graduation 
date for any reason is included in reported attrition data; this may include 
maternity leaves, family or health emergencies, and academic difficulties.

FAQS 

If you have any questions 
as you navigate the 

admissions process or 
would like to arrange a 
visit to campus, please 

contact our admissions 
office at 

admissions@ico.edu or 
call (312) 949-7400.

TOURS

Entering Class Profile  
can be found at: 

www.ico.edu/apply-to-ico/
entering-class-profile

CLASS PROFILE
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What should I do if I  am uncertain 
whether a course counts toward a 
prerequisite?
Please e-mail a brief course description along 
with the course title and credit hours to  
admissions@ico.edu. The admissions staff will 
review it and let you know whether it will be 
acceptable. 

How long are my OAT scores valid? 
Test scores two years older than the July 1 
application start date will not be considered.

Do all my prerequisites need to be 
completed in order for the Admissions 
Committee to make a decision on my 
application?
No, prerequisites can be pending when the 
Admissions Committee evaluates your application. 
However, an official transcript showing successful 
completion of all prerequisites needs to be received 
by our office by August 1 prior to the start of classes 
or a student’s acceptance will be jeopardized.

What are the admission requirements 
for international students? 
International students are advised to complete 
the application process early in order to give the 
Admissions Committee ample time to evaluate 
all necessary documents. Applicants who have 
completed college or university level coursework at 

an institution outside the U.S. or Canada are required 
to submit a detailed course-by-course evaluation of 
their official transcripts from an approved translation 
service such as the World Education Services  
(www.wes.org) or Educational Credential Evaluators 
(www.ece.org). Upon acceptance, international 
students must present proof of financial 
responsibility by June 15 of the year of admission.

After I  submit my OptomCAS  
application, when will I hear from the 
Office of Admissions? 
It takes approximately 3-4 weeks from the date 
we receive your entire OptomCAS Application 
(which includes application, transcripts, and 
letters of recommendation) and ICO Supplemental 
Application (which includes your supplemental 
application, supplemental application fee and pre-
optometry coursework sheet). 

I have already submitted my application. 
How can I change my address and 
e-mail address? 
Please e-mail any changes to admissions@ico.edu. 
The Admissions Committee will send the majority 
of communication via e-mail. We strongly suggest 
that you add our address to your e-mail contacts to 
ensure all messages are delivered to your inbox and 
not filtered to a junk or bulk mail folder.
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What happens on interview day and 
how can I prepare? 
Interview day is an exploratory opportunity to visit 
the campus and meet current students, faculty, 
and staff, as well as participate in an interview 
to gain more information about the College. In 
addition to the interview, applicants are given a 
tour of ICO’s campus, and then enjoy a lunch with 
student hosts, which is a great opportunity to get 
a student’s perspective on ICO. Applicants should 
come prepared to answer questions about their 
background and education, why they are applying 
to ICO, and what sets them apart from other 
candidates. To better prepare for the interview 
day, applicants are encouraged to stay up-to-
date on industry news. A student’s perspective on 
interview day is available on ICO’s blog.

What degrees are awarded by ICO? 
The Illinois College of Optometry awards the 
degree of Doctor of Optometry (OD) and Bachelor 
of Science in Visual Science (BSVS). 

What is the Bachelor of Science in Visual 
Science (BSVS) degree? 
The BSVS degree may be awarded upon successful 
completion of the second professional year of study 
at ICO if a student’s pre-professional requirements 
includes one year (six semester hours) of the 
following (excluding courses used for admissions 

prerequisites): Humanities, Social Studies, and 
Biological Sciences. All courses must be college 
level with a grade of “C” or better. The courses 
used for admission to ICO cannot be used for 
the degree. Only students entering ICO without 
an undergraduate degree are eligible. Must have 
completed 90 semester hours (135 quarter hours) 
before entering  ICO and accepted in OD program.

Are ICO course descriptions available 
online? 
Yes, please visit www.ico.edu for a complete 
course listing, including summaries.

More FAQs can be found at  
www.ico.edu/about-ico/faq/

      

APPLY

FAQS 

The Illinois College of Optometry does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, religion, 
sex, national origin, sexual orientation, marital status 
or mental or physical disability, in its educational 
programs, admissions, activities or employment 
policies as required by applicable federal and state 
equal opportunity laws.
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ADMISSIONS 
CHECKLIST 
 APPLICATION   Submit application and supporting materials through Optom-

CAS (www.optomcas.org) July 1- February 15.
          

 LETTERS OF EVALUATION   Acquire two strong letters of recommendation. 
  •  One from a professor with whom you have taken coursework, 

an academic advisor, or an academic committee. Letters from 
teaching assistants will not satisfy the requirement unless the 
professor of the course also signs the letter. 

  •  One from a practicing, non-relative optometrist. A letter from 
an ophthalmologist, while welcomed for your file, will not be 
accepted as a substitute for an optometrist’s letter.

          

 COLLEGE ADMISSION TEST   Take the Optometry Admission Test (www.opted.org). The 
exam must be completed by the application deadline. Only 
scores reported within the last two years will be accepted. 

   The TOEFL is also required of applicants for whom English is a 
second language.

          

 INTERVIEW   If invited, interview on ICO’s campus. Interviews are conducted 
one-on-one with a faculty or ICO Administrator member 
between September and April.

          
 

 DECISION  Receive the Admissions Committee’s decision within two to 
three weeks of your interview.

          

 TUITION DEPOSIT  Send the required tuition deposit as outlined in your letter of 
acceptance. This deposit is applied to first year tuition. 

          

 FINANCIAL AID   Eligible students seeking financial aid should complete a Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), which may be 
found at www.fafsa.gov. After acceptance and receipt of the 
FAFSA, the Student Financial Services Office will notify students 
of their financial aid award.

          

 HOUSING   During the summer, check your mail for info regarding housing, 
required immunizations, and the transition to ICO.

          

 ORIENTATION   Attend orientation immediately prior to the start of classes in 
August. 
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ONLINE
www.ico.edu
blog.ico.edu
www.illinoiseyeinstitute.org

 

MAIL 
Illinois College of Optometry
3241 S. Michigan Ave.
Chicago, Il 60616

PHONE
312.949.7400

FAX
312.949.7480

EMAIL
admissions@ico.edu
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