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“Leadership is service, not a position.” I have frequently tried to remind myself of this saying 
during my time in optometry school. While I have been honored to serve in various leadership 
positions as a student at ICO, it is important to remember why I came upon those positions in the 
first place: to be an advocate for my fellow students within the realm of ICO and in the 
community. 
 
Being a leader is not an easy task, and I know this first hand. As an active member of Student 
Association for all four years, including community-service representative, President-Elect, and 
ultimately serving as President, has presented its challenges but immense success. Aside from 
planning several major school-wide events (ICOlympics, Casino Night, & Eyeball), I have also had 
the opportunity to sit on ICO’s Board of Trustees, Alumni Council, and even speak on behalf of the 
student body at Dr. Mark Colip’s Presidential Inauguration. Additionally, I’ve been on the 
executive board for other organizations including Gold Key Honor Society, MCA, and CCLS. These 
experiences have not only given me the opportunity to serve and represent the student body, but 
have also allowed me to further develop my leadership skills that will ultimately help me become 
a better doctor for my patients and within the optometric community.  
 
The passion and love for this school, the ICO community, and the optometric profession 
continues to grow more and more each day. I hope to continue this passion into my years as an 
OD. When I envision my future, I plan on staying involved with the students whether that be 
through various alumni extension/outreach programs or as an educator. As an active tutor and 
teaching assistant, I want to continue this type of service when I am doctor through clinical 
education. Furthermore, I have been grateful to represent ICO at the House of Delegates at AOA’s 
Optometry’s meeting in the past. I hope to remain an advocate for my profession by participating 
in meetings or donating my time for the enhancement of the optometry. Lastly, I know how hard 
it is for students to find the funds and means to afford an education. Having been lucky enough 
to receive some financial aid has gone a long way. No matter how small, I plan on committing 
some type of donation to student scholarships in the future. It is important to give back to the 
place where it all started.  
 
Service and leadership are qualities that I believe are essential to my personality and character. 
I’ve spent many years trying to further develop these skills to the best of my ability, and I don’t 
plan on stopping. Because in my opinion, service and leadership play a huge part in being a 
doctor. It is our job as clinicians to serve our patients, and be a leader and advocate for their care. 
While the journey is long to being successful in this endeavor, it is only the beginning and I 
embrace it with open arms. 


