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Illinois College of Optometry Inaugurates Sixth President 
  

CHICAGO, July 1, 2019 - On May 18, 2019, the Illinois College of Optometry (ICO) celebrated the 

inauguration of Dr. Mark Colip as its sixth president. Dr. Colip has served at ICO for over 25 

years, with the last 15 years as part of the College’s Senior Administration. He has worked 

closely with three previous presidents and has been involved in many phases of ICO's 

development.  

ICO’s Board of Trustees voted unanimously when selecting Dr. Colip. Thanks to his values, 

passion, and vision, they deemed him the right president for this period in ICO’s history. This 

belief was re-affirmed on inauguration day by Chairman of the Board, Dr. Karen Eng. “[Dr. Colip] 

is committed to putting the College first in all decisions,” she told the crowd before presenting 

the presidential mace. “His passion for the success of our students and alumni is 

immeasurable.” 

Key figures from optometry and ICO’s surrounding community were in attendance to celebrate 

the new president and ICO’s history in the Bronzeville neighborhood of Chicago. Illinois State 

Senator Mattie Hunter presented a proclamation of congratulations from the Illinois State 

Senate. Congratulatory letters and resolutions also arrived from the U.S. House of 

Representatives, the Chicago Mayor’s Office, and the Chicago City Council. The recognition 

from these entities showed that ICO, a Chicago institution since 1872, will continue forward in 

strength, united with its community. 

Dr. Eric Botts, president of the Illinois Optometric Association, called Dr. Colip a “leader whose 

reputation, integrity, and work ethic will take ICO to the next level.” Joseph Hauser, 

representing the Association of Schools and Colleges of Optometry, expressed gratitude for Dr. 

Colip’s “efforts in student recruitment, promoting the profession, and in helping install [ASCO’s] 

first centralized application system, OptomCAS.”  

Dr. Colip personally selected individuals from across ICO’s faculty, staff, and student body to 

speak during the ceremony. He wished for every corner of the College to be included in a 

shared mission. Faculty member Dr. Katherine Lynch spoke for many in attendance when she 

proclaimed, “We look to never keep up, but rather, to set the pace for excellent optometric 

education and clinical care in a rapidly evolving medical landscape.” 

The mission of the Illinois College of Optometry is to develop highly qualified clinical 

optometrists through excellence in optometric education. The new president emphasized 

the institution’s values as he gave his inaugural address. “There is a passion for knowledge 

and optometry that flows through these hallways,” he said. “It starts in the Admissions 

Office and percolates through Student Affairs, into the classroom where faculty, truly caring 

and passionate about being great teachers, convey their expertise.”  
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Dr. Colip expressed sureness that the College is equipped to navigate the changing 

landscape facing higher education. He lauded the growth of ICO-based research, which has 

advanced the profession’s knowledge of drug therapy, myopia control, glaucoma 

diagnostics, and much more. Dr. Colip aims to keep ICO at the forefront of optometry in all 

its forms; from understanding disruptive technology to serving the underserved, “ICO is 

there.” 

In his first nine months as president, Dr. Colip has guided the College toward “measured and 

controlled growth.” His work has focused on efficiency and smart spending while upholding 

ICO’s transparency, kindness, and familial atmosphere. Dr. Colip’s inaugural speech expressed 

gratitude for the role every individual plays in the success of the institution. By listening actively 

and creating intelligent partnerships, ICO is thriving.  

Dr. Colip closed his speech by saying, “I consider myself a servant leader. I will listen to you. 

I feel completely responsible for our institution and what we do every single day. I welcome 

your help… We should try to make ICO and the world a better place every single day.”  

Immediately following the ceremony, inaugural guests enjoyed a reception in the campus 

library. There, Dr. Colip distributed presidential challenge coins to all in attendance to 

spread the joy of this historic day and tangibly remind everyone of their connection to ICO.  

The Illinois College of Optometry congratulates Dr. Colip on this important moment in our 

institutional history and looks forward to a bright future as he leads us into our next 

chapter. 

To see a video recap of the Inauguration, please click here.  

Photos from the event are available here. 
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About the Illinois College of Optometry 

The Illinois College of Optometry, founded in 1872, provides excellence in optometric clinical 

education and is among the world's leading urban optometric institutions. Located in Chicago, 

ICO has a distinguished legacy of providing aspiring optometrists the education and extensive 

clinical experience needed to meet the challenges of a changing health care environment. ICO 

educates leaders who will champion for their patients and the profession. For more information 

about the Illinois College of Optometry, visit www.ico.edu. 
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