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ALUMNUS OF THE YEAR AWARD
Kevin A. Danahey, OD ’91

Dr. Kevin Danahey is currently the co-owner of Michiana Eye 
Center, LLC, an equally-owned OD/MD practice with six locations 
throughout north central and southwest Indiana. The practice is an 
externship site for ICO, providing primary eye care and specialties 
in pre- and post-operative care, ocular surface disease, and contact lenses. In 2015, Dr. 
Danahey created the first regional comprehensive Ocular Surface Disease Clinic, and, in 
2017, he developed an annual continuing education program in OSD at the University 
of Notre Dame. In 2018, Dr. Danahey started Danelli Ocular Creations, a company 
committed to developing solutions for dry eye disease. He is also the co-inventor of a 
medical device designed to treat meibomian gland disease. He believes in treating the 
root cause of disease and is passionate about educating his patients on the benefits of 
nutrition, wellness, and lifestyle modifications.

YOUNG ALUMNUS OF THE YEAR AWARD
Erik J. Mothersbaugh, OD ’12, FAAO

Dr. Erik Mothersbaugh completed a residency in primary care and  
ocular disease at ICO. Soon after, he joined the faculty, where 
he taught visual and physical optics, served as a clinician in the 
primary and urgent care services in the Illinois Eye Institute, and 
coordinated the ethics curriculum. In 2018 and 2019, Dr. Mothersbaugh was selected 
as the recipient of the Golden Apple Award by the graduating classes, an honor 
recognizing his overall impact on students’ education throughout their four-year 
curriculum. In 2018, he was appointed Dean of Student Affairs, focusing on strategic 
leadership, admissions and recruitment, and student services. Dr. Mothersbaugh 
has demonstrated a strong commitment to facilitating the students’ experience and 
an unyielding dedication to the overall well-being and success of every student.

DISTINGUISHED FRIEND AWARD
Richard E. Castillo, OD, DO

Dr. Richard Castillo is a graduate of Northeastern State 
University’s Oklahoma College of Optometry (NSU-OCO) and 
the Oklahoma State University Health Sciences Center’s College 
of Osteopathic Medicine and Surgery, where he completed a 
residency in ophthalmology and served as chief resident. He currently serves as an 
attending ophthalmologist at Northeast Oklahoma Health System and as a consulting 
ophthalmologist to the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma. Additionally, Dr. Castillo serves 
as Professor and Assistant Dean for Surgical Training and Education as well as Chief 
of the NSU-OCO Surgery Service. For over three decades, he has been a strong and 
aggressive proponent of advanced optometric practice. He is a commissioner for the 
National Commission on Vision and Health and has been on numerous committees of 
the National Board of Examiners in Optometry. In recognition of his service, he has been 
honored by the Okla. House of Representatives, the Okla. State Board of Examiners in 
Optometry, and the Okla. Association of Optometric Physicians.

PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Charles W. Harrill, OD ’74, FVAO, Dipl. ABO

Dr. Charles Harrill has practiced in Mechanicsville, Virginia, for over 40 
years. Throughout his career, he has championed legislative efforts 
to expand the scope of practice for optometrists. Dr. Harrill has 
demonstrated leadership as president of the Richmond Optometric 
Society, the Va. Optometric Association, the Va. State Board of Optometry, and the Va. 
Academy of Optometry. He has served on the continuing education committee at SECO 
for the past 30 years and has been a member of several committees of the Association of 
Regulatory Boards of Optometry, the American Optometric Association, and the Southern 
Council of Optometry. Dr. Harrill has earned Diplomate status in the American Board of 
Optometry and continues to focus on advocating for advancements in optometry for 
practicing optometrists.

EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION AWARD
Jennifer S. Harthan, OD ’06, FAAO, FSLS

Dr. Jennifer Harthan became a full-time faculty member at ICO after 
completing her residency in Cornea and Contact Lenses in 2007. She 
is currently a Professor and serves as Chief of the Cornea Center for 
Clinical Excellence in the Illinois Eye Institute. She has taught several 
courses at ICO, including ocular disease, ocular emergencies, and contact lenses. She is 
recognized nationally for conducting research, presenting posters and papers, publishing 
articles, and lecturing extensively on the topics of complex contact lens fits, anterior 
segment disease, and ocular surface disease. Dr. Harthan is also on the editorial and advisory 
boards of several optometric journals. She has been frequently recognized for her teaching 
and clinical expertise, including being named Faculty of the Year by 4th year students.

HUMANITARIAN AWARD
James J. Hess, OD ’79

Dr. James Hess has been a tremendous advocate for optometry world-
wide through his work, volunteerism, and dedication to Volunteer 
Optometric Services to Humanity (VOSH) and the Lions Club. His passion 
for serving the visual welfare of the public was instilled in Dr. Hess while 
he attended ICO. Since that time, he has been on 48 mission trips to 24 different countries. 
He has served as the president of VOSH-MN for 30 years as well as president of VOSH 
International. As a result of his dedication and philanthropic activities, Dr. Hess received the 
distinguished Helen Keller Award and the Melvyn Jones Award from the Lions Club. He has 
also received prestigious awards from the Minnesota Optometric Association and VOSH 
International in recognition of his selfless devotion for the betterment of the community. 
Recently retired from his practice in Crystal, Minn., Dr. Hess plans to continue giving back 
through his volunteer activities in his community and the profession.

LIFETIME SERVICE AWARD
Janice M. Jurkus, OD ’74, MBA, FAAO, FIACLE

Dr. Janice Jurkus has dedicated her career to the optometric 
education of students and optometrists throughout the world. 
After graduating from ICO, Dr. Jurkus joined the faculty, rising in the 
ranks from Instructor to Professor. Over the years, she has taught 
various courses in contact lenses, practice management, orthokeratology, and myopia 
control. She has served as ICO’s Director of Residency Programs and has successfully 
developed four new ICO-affiliated residency programs. Dr. Jurkus has also served as a 
clinician in the Illinois Eye Institute, providing clinical education and patient care in the 
Cornea Center for Clinical Excellence. She is recognized nationally and internationally 
for her professional lecture presentations, research studies, published articles, and 
textbook chapters. She has been invited to teach workshops and lecture in several 
countries, including Poland, Scotland, China, and New Zealand. As a result of her vast 
achievements, Dr. Jurkus was inducted in the National Academies of Practice and has 
been recognized as one of the 50 Most Influential Women in Optometry.
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